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Irish MSS. State Papers, London. To secondary material he makes but 
slight reference and it is apparent from his text that he has ignored 
much of it. In fact as a piece of serious original research his work 
hardly deserves attention. 

Of the general background of French history upon which his Irish 
facts and fancies are projected he reveals amazingly little knowledge. 
It is bad enough to have him maintain of Henry II. that few more hon- 
orable, generous, and acomplished kings have ever ruled France 
(p- 93)- When he proclaims Catharine de Medici to have been "the 
animating spirit and the avenging fury of the Catholic party in France " 
(p. 95), he is about as wide of the mark as it is possible to be. It is hard 
to believe that he has even read Lavisse, letting alone the Lettres de 
Catherine de Medicis, which he cites in support of his statement. 

In general the author would have us believe that the Irish situation 
played a part of first-rate importance in the calculations of the French 
crown when it was looking about for ways to do harm to England. 
But the facts do not bear him out, even if one confines one's attention to 
the facts as he presents them. With the splendid opportunities which 
Scotland presented, France had little need to think seriously of Ireland, 
though it was naturally the part of good policy to offer Irish rebels as 
much encouragement as could be cheaply given. 

Professor Hogan is an ardent Irish nationalist. He is located at 

Cork. Probably, under these circumstances, he is not at present in the 

frame of mind to do serious historical research work. He is certainly 

not in the frame of mind to write judiciously about Irish history — even 

sixteenth-century Irish history. 

Conyees Read. 

La Reforme en Italie. By E. Rodocanachi. Part I. (Paris: 

Auguste Picard. 1920. Pp. 465. 10 fr.) 

This newest contribution to the history of the Reformation in the 
sixteenth century is at first an agreeable surprise. Since Thomas McCrie 
wrote, in 1827, to be translated then into German, French, and Italian, 
no comprehensive work has been offered us. Comba's Storia della Ri- 
forma in Italia never got beyond the first volume, and his I nostri Pro- 
testanti, like Cantu's Gli Eretici d'ltalia, conforms to the exigencies of 
the title. Mrs. White, in i860, attempted much the same thing under the 
guise of a biography of Aonio Paleario; but. her studies, as well as the 
modern ones of Mrs. Andrews ("Christopher Hare"), on "Men and 
Women of the Italian Reformation", aim at a wider public. The present 
writer, author of several works on the antiquities of the city of Rome and 
on Renaissance life, who has made one creditable excursion into the field 
of Reformation studies with his Renee de France, has sought to avoid 
the biographical method and — at least in this first part — the geographical, 

AM. HIST. REV., VOL. XXVI. — 50. 



77° Reviews of Books 

which was the defect of McCrie criticized in 1876 by Masi. 1 Moreover 
he abandons the usual prelude on reformers before the Reformation. 
He is concerned solely with the reform which was based on justification 
by faith, and barely mentions, at the outset of his first chapter, the 
followers of Arnold of Brescia, of Saint Francis, of Marsiglio of Padua. 
Even Savonarola gets scant place, and only as the one whose sermons 
prepared men's minds for the message that came later. The author's 
conception of his subject seems clear at the start. If, in the second part 
of his work, as is suggested by various hints in the course of this first 
part, he intends to devote separate headings to the local movements in 
the various cities, there is a prospect that he is not going to lose sight of 
his main thesis, for, where biographical sketches have been necessary, 
he has grouped them under a single heading, " La Predication — Les 
Principaux Apotres de la Reforme", and the sketches themselves are of 
the briefest. 

The task is not easy, the old superstructure set aside — and failing a 
personality to champion a definite idea and command enthusiasm every- 
where. Luther would have signified less to the Germans, as also Calvin 
to the Genevans, had they not served as the exponents of political as well 
as of religious independence of the foreigner. But in Italy, no one as yet 
dreamed of expelling the foreigner, but only of getting rid of his political 
enemies, and not one of the Italian reformers had the patriotic signifi- 
cance which would make more coherent a history of the Reformation in 
Italy. Juan Valdes, who above all influenced the thought of those who 
protested in Italy against the ecclesiastical abuses rampant everywhere, 
was himself of Spain, the foreign oppressor par excellence of Italy. At 
Naples, Valdes taught in the spirit of Erasmus; but contact with him 
was the turning-point for Ochino, Vermigli, and Giulio da Milano, to 
mention only the greatest names in his numerous circle, while Curione 
edited his Cento e died Divine Considerazioni, which Vergerio had 
carried out of Italy. From his circle, too, came the Benefisio di Cristo 
Crocifisso, which was to the Italian Reform what Calvin's Institutes 
were to the French. If the story of the Reformation in Italy is homo- 
geneous and to be regarded as the development of the thought of Val- 
des — which seems to be the purpose of Rodocanachi — it needs also to be 
related to the political currents of the time, which might well be a 
chapter reserved for the second volume. But of-this we can only divine 
that the author's conclusion is to be the old one as to the result of the 
movement. It has disappeared ! He proposes to set forth " les causes 
diverses qui amenerent la disparition du protestantisme en Italie " 
(P- 358). 

1 In his study on / Burlamacchi. But McCrie wrote at a time when it 
was more difficult than now to generalize on divided Italy, and Masi at a 
time when Italians were thinking of everything in terms of unity. 1876 was, 
in fact, the year which marked the downfall of the party of the Right, who, 
after Italy was made, set about to make the Italians. 
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It is with considerable disappointment that one lays down the thick 
volume, with its abundant if not particularly fresh material. The first 
chapter, " Caractere de la Reforme en Italie ", characterizes the Italian 
Reformation as rather on discipline than on dogmas, and explains the 
fact, asserted without hesitation, that Luther found more followers in 
Italy than did Calvin, the reason being Luther's greater latitude on the 
matter of the will. Yet far more Italians found refuge at Geneva than 
elsewhere when the persecutions began, and the quarrel with the Re- 
formers beyond the Alps came not on account of predestination. The 
only conspicuous Lutheran among the Italian leaders was Vergerio, and 
he would have been a Calvinistic leader had fortune thrown him into 
the Calvinistic camp. Whatever lay at the bottom of the Italian Reform 
— and the causes, on the evidence cited by Rodocanachi, were not here 
much different from elsewhere — the outcome was the sharpest contest 
on dogma which ever divided the ranks of the Reformed, that on the 
divine nature of Christ; the teaching of Italian reformers on this was, 
and is, their contribution to the history of religious thought during the 
Reformation. But the author so seldom ventures on a synthesis of the 
facts he has marshalled in order, that it seems ungrateful to carp at any 
of his excursions into generalization. Thus the greater part of the 
" Causes qui Favorisent le Developpement de la Reforme " contains a 
wealth of illustration of clerical immorality and religious fervor and 
criticism of the pope, but it does not appear clearly just why attacks on 
discipline resulted in Protestant tracts instead of a peasants' rebellion or 
a schism in the papacy or a Utopia, if the Italian Reformation "s'attaqua 
plutot a la discipline qu'aux dogmes, aux representants. de l'figlise qu'a 
l'figlise elle-meme " (p. i). 

The account of the Academies, a subject which still remains to be 
estimated in its relation to heresy in Italy, is perfunctory, and there is 
not one reference to the idea developed by Wernle that the doctrine of 
justification came from the Platonic Academy at Florence, drawn through 
Plotinus and Augustine to St. Paul; and that Colet, Erasmus, and 
Lefevre all imbibed it of Ficino. Most welcome is the evidence of ac- 
quaintance with original sources (though the chapter on the " Moeurs du 
Clerge " alone rests on unprinted matter) ; and intriguing is the printing 
in the appendix of a selection from Ochino's Dialogues — chosen on what 
basis the author does not say — followed by extracts from the printed 
treatises of Cardinal Contarini, and a catalogue, also accessible in print, 
of the library of Vermigli. 2 Timely, though not aspiring to be ex- 
haustive or of more than casual satisfaction, are lists of the principal 
editions of the works of the propagators of the Reform. 

Typographical errors are unpleasantly frequent. 

Frederic C. Church. 

2 With names of classic authors quoted now in French, now in Latin, 
just as happens. 



